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Outline

! My Career in Science from School to here!
! Education Edinburgh, Cambridge, LBS
! Work at BP and as a Consultant
! Skills required then and now

! Some things to do during lockdown…
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About Me
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About Me

4



3

25

Getting a Job - R&D

! BP (ICI, Shell, P&G, etc) ‘Milk Round’
! Main recruitment for Graduate staff into R&D

! >50%  Group R&D on non-Oil technologies
! Interview: ‘Oh you blew up a lab, no problem…’
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‘We are blowing up engines’
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Some really big engines…
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Working in R&D

! Fundamental Research - performance related
! Technical Service

! ‘We’ve run out of hydraulic fluid, can we use gearbox oil 
instead?’

! Trouble-shooting/problem-solving
! ‘We are being sued - a customer’s engine has blown up’
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Working in R&D

! Fundamental Research - performance related
! Technical Service

! ‘We’ve run out of hydraulic fluid, can we use gearbox oil 
instead?’

! Trouble-shooting/problem-solving
! ‘We are being sued - a customer’s engine has blown up’Key Skill(s) – problem-solving, curiosity
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Product Development

Key Skill(s) – team working, knowledge sharing
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‘A Sticky Situation’
Context-based Learning Exercise 
for Chemistry Students
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Technical Sales
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Technical Sales

Key Skills: technical & financial awareness, 
patience, persistence, negotiation
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Technical Sales

Key Skills: persistence, willingness to fly a lot  
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Technology Management - HSE

Key Skill(s) – attention to detail, working with people
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Technology Strategy and Planning

Key Skill(s) – analytical, influencing
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Changing Career – Leaving BP
! BP starts to ‘de-layer’
! BP research on non-oil projects closes down

! Partly thanks to my Post-Project Appraisals… 
! BP Lubricants business in Europe effectively 

sold to Mobil and Castrol
! Leave ‘voluntarily’ and spend year at London 

Business School 
! First taste of Working from Home
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Changing Career – Leaving BP
! BP starts to ‘delayer’
! BP research on non-oil projects closes down

! Partly thanks to my Post-Project Appraisals… 
! BP Lubricants business in Europe effectively 

sold to Mobil and Castrol
! Leave ‘voluntarily’ and spend year at London 

Business School 
! First taste of Working from Home

18



10

25

Changing Career – Leaving BP
! London Business School experience is good

! Very Hard Work, great classmates

! Finish Masters and there is a recession "
! 250+ job applications in 2-3 years
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Business Development

! ‘Selling Slovenia to Slough’

Key Skill(s) – curiosity, communication, persistence, 
commercial awareness
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Business Development

Key Skills: flexibility, persistence, languages
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Privatisation Plans and Training

Key Skills: know-how plus facilitation skills
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Privatisation Plans and Training

Key Skills: avoiding car crashes
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Technico-economic Studies

! Trade Bodies, Governments, NGOs
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Technico-economic Studies

! Trade Bodies, Governments, NGOs

In this study I’m putting a case to the EU 
commission about whether Ammonia 
Manufacture should be protected by tariff 
barriers. What is the main bit of science I 
have to explain to the Commisioners?
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Market Research for Bioscience

Key Skill(s) – curiosity, communication, commercial awareness
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Project Management

Key Skill(s) – problem-solving, team-working, communication
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Policy Work

Key Skill(s) – problem-solving, team-working, communication
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Facilitation Work

Key Skill(s) – problem-solving, team-working, communication
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University Commercial Office

Key Skill(s) – commercial awareness, team-working, 
communication, patience, and attention to detail
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Science Advisor to City Think-tank…
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Science Advisor to City Think-tank…
• Carbon ‘Burn it all’ study – ‘stranded assets’

• https://www.zyen.com/research/research/sustainability/carbon-burn-it-all/

•

• Government ‘green performance bonds’ 
• https://www.zyen.com/research/research/sustainability/policy-performance-bonds/
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These days…
I turn students …
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These days…
… into successful 
entrepreneurs
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These days…
… into successful 
entrepreneurs

Freelance, Home-based Working for 25 years
500+ assignments across the UK and beyond
Trained 3000+ people
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Doing research is a great start to your 
career…

https://www.vitae.ac.uk/impact-and-evaluation/what-do-researchers-do/WDRSDN
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Some Things you might do…
! Investigate/research some careers 

! Read Vitae booklet: ‘What do Researchers do next’
! Talk to University Careers Office (Highland Battery tests or similar?)
! Look up the Belbin team roles test and figure out what you are

! Do an informational interview with a friend/relative or contact
! Start building a work contact group

! Find some voluntary work that will build your team skills
! ‘What did you do in the shutdown?’
! ‘Look for work not a job’

! Enter the 3MT or YES competitions
! Organise a Science in the Real World Quiz 

! http://www.kkitech.com/ScienceQuiz.pdf
! Get outside as much for at least 30 mins every day
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Advice from Career Consultant
! ‘When you’re out of Work, get fit’

! ‘It really shows when you get the job interview’
! (Cycled from Clapham to Baker Street every day)

! ‘Look for Work, not a job’
! Lots of people have ‘bits of work’ that need doing 

but don’t necessarily want a full-time employee
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Things that helped me Work from 
Home

! ‘Journey to Work’
! School run, or just ‘walk round the block’

! Set up as good an ‘office space’ as you can
! Put work clothes on at home
! Have ‘to-do’ lists 

! Regularly ‘Touch Base’ with contacts
! Use the phone!
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A Career in Science and Beyond
! Job searching is ‘your job’ – do it 9 to 5
! Get out and meet people, don’t just stay at 

home answering adverts
! Learn how to do networking and 

informational interviews
! Build your skills doing voluntary work

! TAKE LOTS OF EXERCISE
! be and look healthy

THE END QUESTIONS?
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